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not bridged the high rates of growth in the latter could be main-
tained.
It would follow that in technological terms the rates of indus-
trial growth could not have been much higher in the pioneering
countries for the same reasons. Technologically speaking, the
rates of growth in the countries just starting industrialization now
can be higher than those attained by the countries industrializing
in the first half of the 20th century and substantially higher than
the rate of growth attained by the countries which began indus-
trializing earlier.
Let me illustrate this by an example from Indian data. Indus-
trial output in India now amounts to about 15 dollars per capita
as against 350 dollars in the United Kingdom and about 600 dollars
in the United States. The gap would obviously be smaller if
Indian output is converted for the purpose of comparison in
United States relative prices. If industrial output continues to
grow at a per capita rate of about 10 per cent per year for the
next four decades, it would increase 45-fold, or above the present
level in the United States. If United States relative prices are
used in the calculation, the absolute level would be still higher,
or the time required may be snorter. Thus attainment and main-
tenance of a 10 per cent rate of growth in industrial output is
sufficient to bridge the gap in 40 years in industrial output even
at its widest—that is between India and the United States.
3.   summary
How shall we summarize all these scattered observations ? The
per capita income in India is about 75 dollars; in the United
States it is over 2,000 dollars or nearly 30 times as high. This
need not imply that the level of living in the United States is also
30 times as high. In a country like India an individual may sub-
sist on &per capita income of 75 dollars but it is simply inconceiv-
able that in a country like the United States anybody can subsist
on 75 dollars per year unless, as Professor Kuznets once suggested,
he were fortunate enough to have rich relatives to support him
or he was clever enough to keep on robbing others without being
caught by the law.
In India many natural facilities are free goods.   Owing to the

